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English translation

Incense Praise

Scents burning, smoke surrounding, filling in the
space as if it were the clouds hanging high in the
sky.

The grace of Matsu brightly shines upon the world.

Her visible body carries dense, yet soft, light,
spreading bliss across the world and among people.

And support this scripture which is the elite classic.

Those who hold firm faith in Matsu may become, the
saints whose burning scents bear the message of
Matsu.
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English translation

*Mantras no translation.
Beginning statement:

Matsu responds to prayers, saving people from
different kinds of pains, and helping them learn the
way of truth.

She frequently appears in oceans, either of the
physical or simply symbolic of pain, to help those in
need.

Matsu’s compassionate heart resonates with people,
who suffer the pains of the chaotic world.

She shows her strength and capabilities in this world
of chaos consequently.
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English translation

The Matsu classics:

Returning from several reincarnations, people’s
debts of karma may have deepened extensively.

The path of the world is winding and rocky. People’s
minds are unforeseeable. When we arrive in this
world, accepting our physical body, we have begun
to stray away from the way of Buddha.

Without certain opportunities, we lose the chance to
approach Buddha. Expectedly, we naturally lose
faiths in karma.

We must bear in mind that the paths of the kind and
the evil are two distinctive ones resulting from
accumulated reincarnations.

Forming bright or dark life all based on the results of
being kind or being evil.
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English translation

“The way of the kind" refers to achieving higher
moral standards.

“The way of the evil” refers to achieving the paths of
the beast, hungry ghost, and hell, the three
corruption paths.

Consistent practice in kindness leads to the way of
the kind.

Consistent thought of harm leads to the way of the
evil.

Those who stay in the path of the kind are always
compassionate; their joys do not originate in
competitive arguments or unnecessary desires. The
kind enjoys true freedom.

Those who stay in the path of the evil is always
struggling and bearing minds of harms; they
eventually serve themselves chronic anguish and
devastation on the three corruption paths and fall in
the hell.

The outcomes of the kind and the evil are
distinguishable. However, people often choose not
to foresee the differences.
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English translation

People are unnecessarily persistent in pursuing their
goals and self-achievements. As a consequence, they
lose faiths in karma.

Due to the doubts in mind, most people drift away
from the way of the kind, rejecting to listen. The
rejection further leads to profound confusions and
materialistic standards, drowning them in the sea of
pains.

Immediate fulfillments without consideration of
corresponding consequences are the true pains. If
no saint or saintess reveals the truth, how can
people leave the pains behind?
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English translation

When the Song dynasty began, on the 23rd of
March, a beam of bright, red light shot into Matsu'’s
home of birth in Meizhou. The house was filled with
extraordinary, sustained scent. Saintess Matsu was
born in Lin's household. Strangely, Matsu never cried
or shed a tear even when she turned a month old.

Matsu's parents, therefore, named her “Mo Niang”,
or “the silent girl”.
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English translation

At an early age, Mo Niang was displayed clever,
bright, dignified, and courteous personalities.

Every article from classics was seared and truly
comprehended in her head after the first read.

As intelligent as she was, she was a considerate child
as well. And she started practicing the way of Guan
Yin Bodhisattva by then.

Afterward, she met wise mentors, who imparted the
meaning of the sacred scripture and the power of
Dao to her.

She soon perfected the techniques and learned the
true meanings of the texts.
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English translation

At age of 16, while discovering a deep well, Mo
Niang received a charm bestowed by a saint. She
learned to make spiritual transformations to bring
salvation from the evil.

With her distinct power, she flew the sea to rescue
the fishermen's boat from disasters and accidents.

People who were rescued named Mo Niang "the
savior Saintess" to gratitude her good virtue.

At age of 29, Matsu's karma is fulfilled with her
compassions. On the day of the Double Ninth, she
became a true saintess on the top of Meizhou's
mountain. When the event happened, the sky was
covered with dense, colored clouds with heaven's
gospel.

Matsu then left the world of the mortals and
stepped into the land of the gods.
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English translation

Matsu’s kindness, however, never left the mortals.
Matsu often bestowed blessings to the people. Be it
in the seas or during terrible disasters, she showed
up to save those in need. She held compassion that
resembled that of Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

Matsu's kindness is like that of a mother, treating
people like her own children. As long as people pray
sincerely, they will receive Matsu’s answer.
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English translation
Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to a truly
peaceful mind;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to the
family’s wellness;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to elders’
comfortable longevities;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to the
ancestor’s release from karma;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to the
void of evil influences;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to stable
business management;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
solutions to unfortunate events;
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English translation

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to birth of

child to those who can't;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
suspensions of storms;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
suspensions of illness and diseases;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
disaster subsided ;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
deserved longevity;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
permanent bliss;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
positive karma;

Sincerely reading the Sutra of Matsu leads to
sustained and positive fame.
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English translation

As long as the people pray sincerely, they can feel
her compassion.

A sincere mind and prayer can always acquire
solutions to troubles.

Furthermore, with her strength and power, she
defeated the two generals in the Northwest. One is
“Chien Li Yen", who has the sharpest visual sense.
Another general is “Shun Fong Er”, who has the
sharpest auditory sense. Matsu 's invincible power
impressed the two generals, they followed the good
virtue of Matsu.

Both generals became the guardians of people and
country.
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English translation

When a farmer is farming,

Or when a business man is trading,

Or when a soldier is proceeding in the battlefield,
Or when a woman is having laboring problems,
Or when one is met with accusations and conflicts,

Or when one is suffering from chronic, physical
pains,

Hearing sincere prayers on Matsu’s name for help,
Matsu shall then come forward to save them from
the suffering of pain.
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English translation
Matsu's stories continued to be told, even receiving
Emperors’ appreciations.

During the time of Emperor Kangxi, Kangxi
bestowed Matsu the name of “the Sacred Mother”.

National ceremony was held during the season of
Spring and Autumn.

Memorial activities are ongoing even in modern
days.
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English translation

Matsu's often appears in the mortal world, educating
people with Bodhisattva's spirit of compassion.

She enforces the way of karma; she also brings
salvation to the mortal world from disasters of all
forms.

These events are unpredictable to the people.
However, those who practice the way of the kind
and sincerely pray to Matsu can be under permanent
protection and blessings of Matsu.
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English translation

Those who occasionally betray their consciences will
receive certain warnings from Matsu at appropriate
times. If the warnings are intentionally neglected,

they will continue falling into the same karma as all
of their previous lives, never realizing the truth of
karma.

Being kind receives blessings; being evil receives
misfortune. Such is the law of karma.
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English translation

Tribute of Matsu:

The gods sent a girl of wisdom, born in the Lin’s, and
named “Mo Niang".

The Lin's had accumulated extraordinarily good
karma;

Mo Niang's parents were of the kind and
compassionate.

Mo Niang's mind was way past that of the mortal,
displaying extraordinary performances and receiving
praise from people.

As intelligent and she was very intelligent at very
early age, she was considerate and simplistic.

Having found the charm from a saint, she held the
power of the spiritual through consistent practices,
which gave her the ability to fly to the sea to help
people were caught in dangerous disasters and
accidents.
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English translation

Having achieved sufficient karma outcomes, she
stepped into the land of the gods on the top of
Meizhou's mountain.

Afterward, she often appeared in the seas and
waters, showing her seemingly unlimited strength
and power to save people and protect the nation.

Matsu’'s compassion was just like that of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva, answering prayers in despairs. Even the
two generals became her follwers and assitants,
helping Matsu eliminate the evil.

Matsu’s successes spread across the world; crucial
national officials pray to her before departing to the
seas.

Many emperors even paid their respects and awe.
During the Qing Dynasty, Matsu was given the title
“the Sacred Mother”;

Prayers for rain received Matsu’s answering, which
led to the end of the great drought.
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English translation

Matsu often tells the believers to learn from all types
of scriptures and to give without expecting anything
in return; acting against their own conscience and
creating conflicts are forbidden.

When communicating with others, one must be
honest and respectful.

And all the goodness in life starts from respecting
parents. One must always bear positive thoughts. If
mistakes were made, one must learn the
consequences and break the habit.
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English translation

Kindness and evil are determined in an instant.

The past causes lead to current outcomes. The
current outcomes further lead to causes in the
future; this cycle creates life's pain and joy.

Hell or heaven is determined by one’s initial idea and
actions afterward.

Life is short and ends in a blink of an eye. One must
not bear obscure boundary between kindness and
evil. Matsu’s words are the key to the way of the
kind.
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English translation

Therefore, if one can learn to read the Sutras of
Matsu and burn the scents regularly, Matsu certain
will follow his/her voice and show her power and
wisdom during times of fear, calamities, and terror.
Alternatively, one can also learn to spread the words
in the Classics of Matsu, changing others' initial
ideas that could cause harm.

Bear in mind that the strength of compassion is
immense.
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English translation

As true believers of Matsu, one must realize the way
of karma;

As true believers of Matsu must realize the way of
good karma is based on being kind;

As true believers of Matsu, one must also learn
logical and rational approaches in order to get rid of
greed. When those who hold the same faith gather,
the influence of kindness will be overwhelmingly
powerful.

Those who consistently practice such methods will
not only sustain the faith in the current life but in all
reincarnations.
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English translation

Their wisdom and spirit naturally grow as they
experience each reincarnation, free from all external
interferences.

Rid of all of the annoyances and noises, they can
practice the way of kindness with Matsu, further
stepping into the land of the gods.

If one chooses to follow the words in the Sutras of
Matsu, Matsu's sacred light must shine brightly on
him/her, providing permanent protection.
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English translation

*Mantras no translation.

Praise to Matsu:

Matsu Bodhisattva descends to the world of mortals;
The tremendous blessings spread across the mortals,
Bringing salvations.

Her power and strength resembles that of the gods,
Taking care of the people.

The Sacred Mother is the model of all people, her
kindness is greater than the biggest land spreading
all over the world.

The beauty is more thorough than the land,
spreading across the oceans.

Joining the gods in Meizhou island, Matsu protected
the seas in the name of benevolence.

Those in despairs receive Matsu's answering;
Those seeking help sense Matsu’s guidance.

The Sacred Mother, Matsu, is respected by the
mortals and the gods.

Namo Sacred Mother Matsu Bodhisattva.
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English translation

Self accomplished targets to walk the path of true
kindness:

| sincerely follow Buddha and wish that people can
understand the way of Buddha, learning to become
one.

| sincerely follow Buddha and wish to realize the
meanings of the sacred texts, acquiring the wisdom
as deep and as wide as the ocean.

| sincerely follow Buddha and wish to guide people
without obstacles, peacefully befriending those from
different religions and beliefs.
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English translation

The Closing Praise:

Matsu is like the Buddha and Bodhisattva of heavens
and the mortals, answering prayers in despair and
pains.

She also spread the words of truth to clean the
world through people’s minds, providing guidance
and protection to millions of people.

May we follow the Sacred Mother, Matsu
Boddhisattva.

May we follow the Sacred Mother, Matsu
Boddhisattva.

May we follow the Sacred Mother, Matsu
Boddhisattva.

305



306

}% -ﬁL\ 2«4

=g (—)
BE I = [ )a K
FRiF BEAT

T XEF

[ [ R A S (—)
FESFREACE - JHPRN R S =

TSRV TS RhSE -
FEARRED - FEEEEE - BEHEIENEE -
FEEA TS - (8 R U SRR A R SE R VIHER o
FEA AR . FEEREREETE NECHSEE -



English translation

The Praise of Merit I :

Willing to hold disciplines, | wish to eliminate the
accumulated pains and worries.

Willing to learn, | wish to acquire true wisdom.

Willing to reflect, | wish to resolve all of the conflicts
from the past.

| will be willing to return to the world of the mortals
to spread the way of Bodhisattvas.
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English translation

The Praise of Merit II :
| wish to spread the words of the Sutra of Matsu.

| wish to pay back all of the blessings to others and
to relieve the pain.

Those who have read or heard of this sutra shall
practice the way of Buddha,

Enforcing the teachings of the sutra, stepping into
the land of the gods together.
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English translation

The Praise of Merit I :

Reading the classic is an act of merit, spreading
karma of kindness to the world. And the outcomes
are spectacular.

| wish to bring salvation to those in pain, leading
them to the way of Buddha.

Further learning the true wisdom and leaving the sea
of pains behind.
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